***************************************************************************

December 2,
2018

St. Andrews

11:00 AM

Presbyterian Church

“Loving People to New Life in Christ”
With God's grace, St. Andrews strives to be a growing inclusive
community of faith, working together, sharing Jesus' love, and using our
gifts to build and nurture a spiritual community.

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME

December 2, 2018

PRAYER OF PREPARATION ~ for your personal reflection before
worship.

SAINT ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1821 SW 37TH STREET
TOPEKA, KANSAS 66611
(785) 266-7077
http://www.standrewstopeka.org
standrewspresby@sbcglobal.net

Holy Source of life and hope, as we come together this day, open our ears to
hear, open our eyes to see, and open our hearts to love, that we may come to
know your ways and follow your paths. Help us grow in love for one another,
and for all creation, as we prepare for the coming of the one who calls us to
turn from our false gods to you, Holy One, the true source of our salvation.
Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

Rev. Dr. Stacey Shaffer Jones, Pastor

ENTRANCE OF WORSHIP LEADERS
CHORAL INTROIT

O Come Let Us Adore Him John Francis Wade
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*CALL TO WORSHIP
GREETING

Liturgist:

The days are shorter and darkness comes early to our lives.

People:

Lord, hear our prayers through the darkness.

Liturgist:

Come, seek the Lord. Place your hope in God’s mercy and love.

church office during the week.

People:

Lord, we seek your presence among us.

Whether you are a first-time visitor or a long-time member, you can help

Liturgist:

Look closely! God is making us ready.

us in our ministry by signing the worship registration pad, placed at the

People:

Brighten our Spirits this day, and help us to receive your Good
News. Amen.

St. Andrews Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name
of Christ to all who worship with us today. If you are interested in joining
our church family, please speak to one of our elders, or you may call the

aisle end of your pew.
Please join us for a special fellowship time as we celebrate the birth of Cora
Carr with a baby shower. We will gather in our Fellowship Hall.

*HYMN

Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory

No. 354

CALL TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF OUR LIFE TOGETHER
ORGAN PRELUDE

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
Arr: Albin Whitworth

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Leader: Today we light one candle – the Candle called HOPE, as a reminder
that God’s promises are true. We place our hope in God. We place our lives in
God’s care. Come, all is ready. Let the light of this one candle, called HOPE,
bring brightness to your spirits. (First candle is lit)
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It is so easy for us, Lord, to let the anger, frustration, and fear
overshadow our lives. We can’t seem to escape it. We try to find some
way to cover it up, but it remains. And in our anxiety, we act out our fear
in ways which are not helpful and, far too often, go against the ways you
have taught us to live. We feel the pressure to give, and resentment in
giving. We feel the push to be present at every upcoming event, and
want to run and hide. Help us, Lord. Heal our wounded spirits. Free us
again to look to you for Hope. Let us see the many ways in which you
are present to us…guiding, healing, loving, encouraging us. Forgive us
for our fears and our stubbornness. Bring us again to your light, for we
ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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SILENT PRAYERS

*DOXOLOGY

DECLARATION OF GOD’S PARDON

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE

Gloria Patri

Hymnal No. 113
(Refrain only)

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
Pastor:

People:

Anticipating the blessings of the one who is coming, let us
offer one another signs of Christ’s peace: The peace of
Christ be with you, always.
And also with you.

Jesus Loves Me, This I Know
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS

Pastor Stacey

(Children, please come forward at the singing of “JESUS LOVES ME.” )
WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
CHORAL ANTHEM

Luke 21:25-36

SERMON

THE EUCHARIST
Invitation
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Pastor:

The Lord be with you.

People:

And also with you.

Pastor:

Lift up your hearts.

People:

We lift them up to the Lord.

Pastor:

Let us give to the Lord our God.

People:

How good it is to give our thanks and praise.

Pastor:

It is good to give our thanks and praise. It is a good and joyful thing
always and everywhere to give thanks to you God Almighty, creator
of heaven and earth. You create the world from chaos. By simply
speaking, you set the cosmos into motion and created all things
from the dust of stars.

People:

Blessed are you, O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth.

Pastor:

God of many blessings, you called out a family to be a blessing to
all the families of the earth. You gave them a land, and promised to
make of them a great nation so that all of the nations of the world
could be blessed.

People:

Blessed are you, God of Abraham and Sarah

NT pg. 79

Rev. Dr. Stacey Shaffer Jones

*HYMN OF RESPONSE

Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand

No. 832

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
CALL FOR THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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No. 606

Giver of all good things, as we offer these gifts to you, open our eyes to see
more clearly all that we have been given and all that we have to give. Stretch
our capacity to give of ourselves: our love, our companionship, and our
material resources, wherever they are needed. Amen.

Do You Hear What I Hear Arr: Harry Simeone

SCRIPTURE LESSON

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Arr: Albin Whitworth
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Pastor:

God of salvation, when the people were but slaves in Egypt you
called upon your servant Moses. You gave him the power to speak
salvation to the Pharaoh, and led your people out of slavery. You
led them over the water, and helped them Passover into freedom.
When the people were hungry, you gave them food from the sky.
When the people were thirsty, you brought forth water from the
rocks. When the people were no people, you gave them a law.

People:

Blessed are you, God of our salvation.

Pastor:

When the people asked for a King, you anointed David to be a just
ruler. Though flawed, David united the people, and you promised to
be with his line forever. When the Kings rebelled, as you warned
them they would, you anointed the prophets, who called the people
back to obedience. The prophets spoke the truth to power, and
called the people to remember who and whose they were. The
prophets warned the people of the consequences of injustice and
false worship. When the people fell into exile, the prophets spoke
words of hope and restoration when all around them, there was
nothing but despair.

People:
People:

People:

A voice is crying out: “Clear the Lord’s way in the desert! Make a
level highway in the wilderness for our God!
You promised the coming of an anointed one, who would lead the
people to peace and righteousness. You promised that the
descendant of David would rule forever. You promised that out of
Bethlehem would come the Prince of Peace. You promised the
coming of your Kingdom, when “swords would be beaten into
plows, and spears into pruning hooks.”
“But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an
ever flowing stream.”
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Pastor:

John the Baptist came, telling the people to “Change your hearts
and lives! Here comes the kingdom of heaven!” John wore clothes
made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist. He ate
locusts and wild honey. People from Jerusalem, throughout Judea,
and all around the Jordan River came to him. As they confessed
their sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. And so now we
come, having confessed our sins, searching for the Holy Spirit to
come and fill us with expectant grace. We come to be transformed
by what has already come, and waiting with hope for what is to
come. We deck our halls with joy, but it is our hearts that truly
matter.

People:

Prepare the way of the Lord in our world. Prepare the way of the
Lord in the world. Prepare the way of the Lord in our communities.
Prepare the way of the Lord in our churches. Prepare the way of
the Lord in our hearts.

Pastor:

And so, in hopeful anticipation, we give thanks to you, God of
Creation, God of Abraham and Sarah, God of salvation, God of
the Law, God of King David, God of the Prophets, God of hope and
deliverance, God of John, and God of us all. We join in praise and
come together to sing unending hymn of the saints of glory.

People:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord. God of power and might adored, heaven
and earth are shining bright with the glory of your light. Loud
Hosannas now we sing. In the highest they may ring. Blessed is
the coming one. Christ Emmanuel your son. Glory in the highest.
Holy God, your name is blessed.

People:

Holy are you, and Holy is your Son Jesus Christ, who is the Word
made flesh.

People:

Holy are you, and Holy is your Son Jesus Christ.

Pastor:

Who is the one to whom John pointed in the wilderness.

People:

Holy are you, and Holy is your Son Jesus Christ.
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Pastor:

Who was born to us in a manger, for there was no room in the inn.

People:

Holy are you, and Holy is your Son Jesus Christ.

Pastor:

Who came to show us the way to your love. He proclaimed good
news to the poor. He restored the sight to the blind. He called the
children to his side, taught the women, ate with sinners, and called
out the religious leaders blinded by the letter of the Law.

People:

Holy are you, and Holy is your Son Jesus Christ.

Pastor:

Who was betrayed by those who loved him. Who was persecuted
by those who feared him. Who was crucified by those who thought
that his death would be the end of him.

People:

Holy are you, and Holy is your Son Jesus Christ.

Pastor:

Who on the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and
said:

People:

“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

Pastor:

People:

And when the supper was over, took the cup, gave thanks to you,
gave it to his disciples and said:

People:
Pastor:

Communion of the People: The servers will be offered the bread and cup first,
followed by the organist and the choir, then will offer them to the congregation. Come
down the center aisle, tear off a piece of bread and dip it into the cup as you pass by
the servers, then return to your seats by the side aisle.

Prayer after communion
Gracious God, may we who have received this sacrament live in the unity of
your Holy Spirit, that we may show forth your gifts to all the world. We ask this
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

“Drink from this, all of you. This is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living
sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the
mystery of faith.
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Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of
bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his
blood. Make us a Christmas people, secure in what has come, and
hopeful for what is yet to be. By your Spirit make us one with
Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world.
Keep us vigilant in our Advent waiting until Christ comes in final
victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and
glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE
*HYMN

Pastor:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

How Firm A Foundation

No. 463

*CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION

Come, Lord Jesus
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Ann Laura Page

Extinguishing the candles of worship and taking the light of Christ into the
world.
POSTLUDE

Praise Ye the Lord of Hosts

C. Saint Saens/
A Whitworth

Thank You
Dear St. Andrews Friends,

When you see an * please stand as you are able.
We thank you all so very much for the many expressions of support and sympathy,
Today’s Servants

the prayers, hugs, cards, food, and memorial donations.
Your kindnesses have brought us much comfort and will always be remembered.

Pastor

Rev. Dr. Stacey Shaffer Jones

Organist:

Francene Beall

Music Director:

Mark Camacho

The Family of Virginia Bohn

Liturgist:

Bill DeShazer

(Dale, Jan, Dex, Julie, and families)

Ushers:

Jo Ann Miller and Mary Ottiwell

Servers:

Kathy Fuller, Jan Rice, Dean Robinson, Bill DeShazer

Sincerely,

From Myron
Myron called and wanted to sincerely thank his St. Andrews family for the birthday

PRAYER CONCERNS
Keep these folks in your prayers this week: Dick O’Neill (in rehab), Gail Estes
(treatment for hives), Betty DeShazer (continued treatment), Sharon McDaniels
(cataract surgery), Rita Kelly, Karl Wilmers, Dolores Wilmers, John Lucero, Don
and Olga Fluke, Marian Korup, Jerry Barton, Sally Shaffer, Marlene Watson
(Francene’s sister, spine and foot surgeries), Jean Ann Beall (Francene’s sister-in-

celebration. He also expressed appreciation for the calls and birthday cards he
received. He is so grateful for St. Andrews expressions of love and concern for him
and Wanda and for the past celebrations they've provided. He still considers St.
Andrews his and Wanda's home church, although they're not able to attend. Church
services and Bible study are provided at McCrites. Continued calls and visits are
appreciated.

law, stage 4 breast cancer), Sue McPherson
Keep Marine 2nd Lt. Randy Luedke in your prayers, as well as all other active duty and
veteran personnel, firefighters, EMTs, and police officers, the victims of violence in
our country; victims of the California fires and mudslides. Pray for peace for those

Anniversaries

countries suffering from war and conflict; the ongoing conflicts and violence in our
own community, all our government officials, the hungry and the homeless.

Pastor Paul and Kathy Mitchell, December 3, 1977
Bill and Betty DeShazer, December 4, 1966
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Calendar

Birthdays

Today, December 2-

11:00 - Worship, Communion
Election of Officers
Baby Shower for Cora Carr During Fellowship Time

Sheri French, December 3rd
Cheryll Duer, December 7th
Bill DeShazer, December 10th

Thursday, December 6-

7:00- Choir rehearsal

Sunday, December 9-

11:00 - Worship

Coming Up
Baby Shower

Saturday, December 22- Caroling, meet at church at 1:00

Baby Shower today during fellowship time for CORA CARR, daughter of Kelly
(McDaniels) Carr and Jim Carr. Proud grandparents are Richmond and Sharon

Christmas Eve - 7:00 p.m, Candlelight/Communion Service

McDaniels.
Election of Officers
Election of officers for the class of 2021will be following worship. Nominees from the
Nominating Committee are: Sharon McDaniels, first 3-year term; Jo Ann Miller, Bob
Bodenheimer and Jan Schiesser, each renewing for a second 3-year term.
Shawnee Choral Society
The Shawnee Choral Society will present its winter concert “Glad Tidings” this
evening at White Concert Hall at 7:30. Admission is free; donations are accepted.
Stephanie Reynolds, Matthew Reynolds and Don Newman are members of the Choral
Society.
Address Change
Don and Olga Fluke
Lexington Park
1021 SW Fleming Ct., #226, Topeka, KS 66604
13

14

