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St. Andrews

11:00 AM

Presbyterian Church

“Loving People to New Life in Christ”
With God's grace, St. Andrews strives to be a growing inclusive
community of faith, working together, sharing Jesus' love, and using our
gifts to build and nurture a spiritual community.

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME

December 9, 2018

PRAYER OF PREPARATION ~ for your personal reflection before
worship.

SAINT ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1821 SW 37TH STREET
TOPEKA, KANSAS 66611
(785) 266-7077
http://www.standrewstopeka.org
standrewspresby@sbcglobal.net

We have prepared our homes, and our gifts, Lord, but we need help in
preparing our spirits to receive your message of Peace. Free us from the
stresses and strains of this time, and place your peace which passes all our
understanding in our hearts. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
ENTRANCE OF WORSHIP LEADERS

Rev. Dr. Stacey Shaffer Jones, Pastor

CHORAL INTROIT

O Come Let Us Adore Him John Francis Wade
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GREETING

SONG OF RESPONSE Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah No. 85

St. Andrews Presbyterian Church extends a warm welcome in the name
of Christ to all who worship with us today. If you are interested in joining
our church family, please speak to one of our elders, or you may call the

(vs. 2)
*CALL TO WORSHIP

church office during the week.

Liturgist:

A voice cries out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord!”

Whether you are a first-time visitor or a long-time member, you can help

People:

Make God’s paths straight.

us in our ministry by signing the worship registration pad, placed at the

Liturgist:

Every valley will be filled, and every mountain will be leveled.

People:

The crooked will be made straight.

Liturgist:

The rough and rocky ways will be smoothed.

People:

All will see the salvation of God.

Liturgist:

See the light from on high. The dawn is breaking.

People:

The Lord is coming. The Lord is coming!

aisle end of your pew.
Please join us for time of fellowship following worship. We will gather in our
Fellowship Hall for some light refreshments.

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF OUR LIFE TOGETHER
ORGAN PRELUDE

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Arr: Douglas Wagner

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Leader:

*HYMN

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

No. 93

CALL TO CONFESSION

Today we light two candles – the first Candle is called HOPE and
it is a reminder that God’s promises are true. The second Candle
is called PEACE, God’s gentle loving peace for our lives. We
seek God’s peace in this time of stress. Come, all is ready. Let
the light of these candles, called HOPE and PEACE, bring
brightness to your spirits.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Lord, hear us this day as we open our hearts and our spirits to you. These
times in which we live are often confusing and fearful. We are pushed to make
preparations for a season which is supposed to bring hope and peace; yet we
crowd it with obligations and stresses and shut the door to your healing love
and compassion. We find ourselves being on edge, fretful, wondering if we
have done enough, can do enough. You answer our fears with your voice,
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“Peace, be still”. Help us to hear you. Slow us down. Encourage us to take
some time to listen rather than shout, to stop and rest rather than run. Cause
us to look around at situations and people who are in need and to place our
focus on helping them. For it is in helping your people and reaching out in love
that we will find true peace. These things we pray, in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
CHORAL ANTHEM
SCRIPTURE LESSON
SERMON

Gloria

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE
Look around. This place is filled with those who thank God
every time they think of you. By the Lord’s grace and
compassion, this place is filled with those who hold you in
their hearts, those whose prayers for you are filled with joy.
The peace of Christ be with you.

People:

And with you as well.

Pastor:

Share the peace of Christ with one another.

No. 95

CALL FOR THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

In Dulci Jubilo

JS Bach

* FESTIVAL DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from Whom All Blessing Flow
No. 609

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
We delight in your love and salvation, Lord, there can be no greater gifts than
these. We will gladly serve you in holiness and righteousness. We offer
ourselves. We offer all that you have provided us. May it be used to bring your
light to those who dwell in darkness. Prepare us and complete us, Lord.
Amen.

WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD TO SERVE

Jesus Loves Me, This I Know
CHILDREN’S MOMENTS

Pastor Stacey

(Children, please come forward at the singing of “JESUS LOVES ME.” )
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS
PRAYER HYMN

Prepare the Way of the Lord

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Hymnal No. 113
(Refrain only)

NT pg. 54

Rev. Dr. Stacey Shaffer Jones

DECLARATION OF GOD’S PARDON
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE

Arr: Norman Luboff

Luke 3:1-6

*HYMN OF RESPONSE

SILENT PRAYERS

Pastor:

Still, Still, Still

Sanctuary

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
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*HYMN

While We Are Waiting, Come

No. 92

*CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
*CHORAL BENEDICTION

Come, Lord Jesus

Ann Laura Page

No. 701
Extinguishing the candles of worship and taking the light of Christ into the
world.
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POSTLUDE

Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella
Arr: Douglas Wagner

Anniversaries

When you see an * please stand as you are able.

None this week

Today’s Servants
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Stacey Shaffer Jones

Organist:

Francene Beall

Music Director:

Mark Camacho

Liturgist:

Dianne Deuser

Ushers:

Dianne Deuser and Jan McPherson

Birthdays
Bill DeShazer, December 10th
Randy Luedke, December 16th
Thank You

PRAYER CONCERNS
Keep these folks in your prayers this week: Dick O’Neill (home), Gail Estes (treatment
for hives), Betty DeShazer (fall, continued treatment), Rita Kelly, Karl Wilmers,
Dolores Wilmers, John Lucero, Don and Olga Fluke, Marian Korup, Jerry Barton,
Sally Shaffer, Marlene Watson (Francene’s sister, spine and foot surgeries), Jean
Ann Beall (Francene’s sister-in-law, stage 4 breast cancer), Sue McPherson, Don
Doty (son of good friend of Norm and Jan, motorcycle accident)

I want to say "Thank You" to all of the Fellowship Committee members who
volunteered to provide all of the delicious goodies for the very sweet "Baby Shower"
we had last Sunday in Fellowship Hall, after church. I was not able to stay for it, but I
heard everyone was really enjoying it and I also heard little miss "CORA" got lots and
lots of attention from everyone. That's great.
Kathy
Fellowship Hall

Keep Marine 2nd Lt. Randy Luedke in your prayers, as well as all other active duty and
veteran personnel, firefighters, EMTs, and police officers, the victims of violence in
our country; victims of the California fires and mud slides. Pray for peace for those
countries suffering from war and conflict; the ongoing conflicts and violence in our
own community, all our government officials, the hungry and the homeless.

Calendar
Today, December 9-

11:00 - Worship

Thursday, December 13-

7:00- Choir rehearsal

Sunday, December 16-

11:00 - Worship

Coming Up
Saturday, December 22- Caroling, meet at church at 1:00
Christmas Eve - 7:00 p.m, Candlelight/Communion Service
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