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A Few Notes on Christmas Carols

Perhaps one of the most famous Christmas carols is “Silent
Night.” Most people who have celebrated Christmas in the
MERRY United States will at least have a few lines of this song

CHRISTMAS

committed to memory, “silent night, holy night, all is calm, all

is bright...” The first legend behind the origin of this tune
included an Austrian priest by the name of Joseph Mohr. He composed the song on a
broken church organ with friend Franz Gruber. It's widely thought that “Silent Night” was
originally a poem written by Mohr. Little did he know that it would grow to become one

of the world’s most legendary Christmas carols.

If you can name the gifts from all twelve days in “Twelve Days of Christmas” you're in
pretty good shape for this holiday caroling season. This song is rooted in 18th century
England. The foremost theory suggests the song was a memory-and-forfeit game sung by
children at the time. “Joy to the World” is another famous carol. This one is different
from most others because it contains Christian imagery. The lyrics come straight from

the Old Testament, but it wasn't crafted into an official song until the 19th century.

Caroling in the Modern Day
Caroling today is still deeply embedded in the holiday traditions. Carolers brave the frigid
winter air to sing holiday well wishes in neighborhoods and churches across the country.

It’s largely symbolic of community. Whether it’s a group of friends and family or
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strangers, caroling is one of the most favored ways for people to get into the holiday
spirit.

May the carols of Christmas fill your heart with Joy this Christmas Season

Providing for Others

Remember those At Doorstep, December is all about our Christmas Adoption Project,
who are |ess o # and the 800+ individuals whose holidays we hope to brighten with
fortunate . food, gifts & more! We will not have the ‘Store’ this year; the adopted

households will come to Doorstep to pick up food, gifts and cards.
Each household we adopt from the Christmas Bureau will receive a
food order, health kit, blanket, a household item, gifts, games and toys
(children), school supplies if appropriate, and a $20 gift card per
person in the household. We have a large collection of new clothing,
so we will also offer clothing items this year. We have volunteer
opportunities this year! (See Below)

Distribution week is Dec. 11t — 16th, **

Call the Doorstep office (785.357.5341) to sign up and help during distribution week!

Current Needs for Christmas: By December we hope school supplies & health kits have been
made, that we have enough blankets, and we are nearly ready for distribution. But, we still need
help monetarily for the gift cards, food, etc. which will total $33,000 or more. You can mail a check,
or go to our website (www.doorsteptopeka.org) to donate by credit card. Please note your member
congregation with your donation.

Please note the following dates in December:

No donations of used clothing or household items will be accepted from Dec. 5" — Dec. 16" .

Doorstep will be CLOSED FOR ALL SERVICES AND DONATIONS December 12" — 16,

Doorstep Holiday Hours:
Closed from Noon on December 22" through December 26" & January 2.
e Open for donations only December 27" — 30", January 3'9, 9am-2pm.
e Closed for ALL services December 27" — January 3™ for year-end wrap-up.
¢ Resume normal operation on Wednesday, January 4, 2023.

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays from the Staff at Doorstep!

**Distribution information is located at St. Andrews in Fellowship Hall
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Rescue Mission The Rescue Mission is also needing help with donations

of new Christmas items to bless their guests and the community. ltems

needed are toys for kids, cookware, small appliances, towels and washcloths, 1rRM
. . MINISTRIES
perfumes, colognes, puzzles, board games, flashlights, coats and jackets,

watches. and financial contributions. Items can be brought to TRM Distribution

Center, 401 NW Norris, Topeka. Blessings to all in this Christmas season.

It is time to order poinsettias to decorate our sanctuary for the Advent

season. There will be one size; the cost is $8:25.

Those wishing to contribute to the cost are requested to have the orders
QN“SE ti'ﬁ% to the church by December 15th. Order forms will be in the Narthex, or

you may contact the church office.

Lo St. Andrews will celebrate its traditional Candlelight % s
“hristmas _ _ _ : -
L.‘.ﬁ, Christmas Eve and Communion service at 4:30 p.m. # Z
Sen-i(je Hopefully this time is accommodating for most people. “o (|7
Join us for this meaningful and inspiring service, and join -
us in worship each week as we approach the celebration of the birth of Jesus G—w/

Christ, our Lord.



Communion

Holy Communion will be celebrated on December 4" during worship and at the
Christmas Eve Service.

Join us for caroling on Saturday, December 17t from 1-5 pm.
This is a fun time to share the music of the holidays with those
in the community. Visits will be made to care facilities and

shut-ins and our last stop will be for cookies, hot chocolate and

fellowship! Watch for more details.

Holiday Concerts

shawnee choral society

presents The Shawnee Choral Society Christmas concert, Sing We Now of
Slnqu_)e Christmas, will be at 7PM on Wednesday, December 215, at White
how o}

Concert Hall. The concert is free (free will donations accepted).

Stephanie and Matthew Reynolds sing with this group, and it is

a concertof holiday favorites
wednesday, december 21 always a fun concert for the community.
b
7pm

white concert hall
washburn university

free admission, donations gratefully appreciated

concert sponsored by  thank you te

KANSAS SECURERMNILE

..........



A special opportunity this year is the Kready Holiday Spectacular

on Friday, December 23, 6:30pm at Topeka Performing Arts
Center. Featuring local talent Jeff Kready, his wife Nikki Rene
Daniels, their two young daughters, the Shawnee Choral Society,

musicians from the Topeka Symphony Orchestra, Laudate Ringers

and puppets from Countryside United Methodist Church this

concert will be a fun community event to start your Christmas

celebrations! Jeff Kready (a graduate of Washburn Rural HS and
Washburn University) and his wife Nikki Rene Daniels live in NYC
and have performed in 45 Broadway shows between the two of

them. This show is not free, you must purchase tickets from

TPAC.

Thanksgiving Dinner

year to share a time of good food and fellowship and thanking God for our

: ‘ ' many blessings. A big thank you to all those who brought the delicious food,



From Thanksgiving Dinner

Happy Birthday George

Along with our Thanksgiving dinner, we got to celebrate the 70" birthday of
George Franks. George has attended many of our church events in the

past, and we were happy to have him with us for this special occasion. We
wish George many more Happy Birthdays.




DECEMBER 2022 LECTIONARY READINGS
December 4 — 2" Sunday of Advent -Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19;

Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

December 11 — 3" Sunday of Advent — Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10 or
Luke 1:46-55; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11

December 18 — 41" Sunday of Advent — Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-
19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25

December 24 — Christmas Eve — Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96, Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)

December 25 — Christmas Day — Nativity of the Lord — Christmas Dawn -Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm
97; Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 Christmas Day — Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12];
John 1:1-14

December Birthdays
Jeanette Luedke, December 1st
Sue Aschenbrenner, December 2nd
Bill DeShazer, December 10th
Randy Luedke, December 16th
Kathy Fuller, December 19th
Megan Reynolds, December 23rd

Richmond McDaniels, December 27th

Kelly Carr, December 31st



December Anniversaries (@

Paul and Kathy Mitchell, December 3, 1977 & ;ﬁﬁflﬁfmm
Bill and Betty DeShazer, December 4, 1966 Alaid
Tad and Gail Estes, December 25, 1986 /22:;{7/%

Caring for our Members and Friends
Sue Aschenbrenner, Suzie Marker, Karen Beckley, Carmen Quintero’s

father; Dianne Deuser, Kathy Fuller, Dolores Wilmers, Rita Kelly, Cheryl
Kelly, AJ Jones, Fred Diaz.

Remember all those who serve -our active duty and veteran personnel,
firefighters, EMTSs, police officers, and medical personnel who continue to
serve, the hungry and the homeless.

Lift up in prayer those victims who are still recovering from natural
disasters in this country; the victims of wars and violence. Pray for God’s

peace in the midst of so much turmoil in this country and around the world.

Pray for our government officials and world leaders that they may

promote unity, peace and justice for all.



SESSION HIGHLIGHTS-November 14, 2022

[ P]'24 Sharon McDaniels [P] '23 Betty DeShazer [P]’22 Dean Robinson
[ P] 24 Linda Ozaki [P 1'23 Bill DeShazer [A] ‘22 Matthew Reynolds
[ P ]1°24 Stephanie Reynolds [A]'23 Charles Franks [P]’22 Jan Rice

[P] Session Moderator- Rev. Dr. Stacey Shaffer Jones
[P] Clerk of Session-Bill DeShazer
[P] Treasurer-Stephanie Reynolds

Balance in checking as of 10/31/22 - $19,957.76

Pledge income - $1,951.75

Non pledge income - $830.00

Loose offering — 185.75

Current Income - $6,803.32; total current expenses - $4,533.44

Net proceeds from Rummage sale is around $4,200, $2,090.65 of which has come from E-
bay sales. E-bay sales are ongoing.

Caroling will take place on Saturday, December 17", from 1-5 pm.

Christmas Eve Service will be at 4:30.

Ordination and Installation of officers for the class of 2025 will be December 11" during
worship.

Poinsettia’s to be delivered December 171,

Jan Rice and Rod Elder will be decorating for advent.

Communion will be observed on December 4t and Christmas Eve.
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Christmas Tree Facts

Long before Christmas trees were consideredthe decor for
the holidays, they were simply humble, fragrant
evergreensthat served as a source of joy during the harsh
winter months.

The true Christmas tree tradition can be traced to 16th-
century Germany, where Christians began to decorate
treesd or, if times were tough, simple pyramid -shaped stacks of wood inside
their homes. The tradition of adding candles to the tree branches is most
commonly attributed to Martin Luther, leader of the Protestant Reformation
movement in the 1500s.

Despite the Christmas tree's roots in Christianity, most Americans refused to
adopt the tradition at first because they believed it to be attached to pagan beliefs.
The tradition was mostly contained to Germany until the late 1700s and early
1800s. Until then, the Puritans of New England upheld especially strict views of
Christmas in America. They believed the holiday was so sacred that a church
service was the only appropriate way to celebrate. This solemn American
observance of Christmas continued until Irish and German immigrants began to
settle in America and established their own traditions despite the Puritan rule.

Other than the candle aesthetic already established in Europe, decorations like
ornaments (often imported from Germany) became more popular in the late
1800s, and homemadedecorations like cookies and garlands (think: popcorn,
berries, nuts, and more) became decorating staples.

As technological and industrial developments progressed throughout the 20th century,
the more homespun decorations gave way to glitzy electric lights and synthetic materials,
like tinsel. The popular shiny brite ornaments, inspired by imported German glass
ornaments, marked the beginning of the U.S. ornament industry in the early -to-mid
1900s.

11


https://www.countryliving.com/home-design/decorating-ideas/g24561200/rustic-christmas-trees/
https://www.countryliving.com/diy-crafts/how-to/g1070/easy-to-make-christmas-ornament-crafts/
https://www.countryliving.com/diy-crafts/g312/all-about-pinecones-1206/

Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church
1821 SW 37t Street, PO Box 5122
Topeka, KS 66605-0122
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Would you like to be removed
from our mailing list or receive this
publication via email?

Call 785.266.7077 or email
standrewspresby@sbcglobal.net

WELCOME TO
SAINT ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Rev. Dr. Stacey Shaffer Jones, Pastor
Worship 11:00 AM
Bible Study 10:15 AM

Christmas Eve Candlelight/Communion Service 4:30 PM
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